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New Ponderosa Lab: First of its Kind in Canada
On January 23, 2014, Department Head, Professor Marwan Hassan, guided UBC’s President S. Toope, Dean of Arts Gage Averill, Geography faculty, staff, and students
through the Ponderosa Commons building to celebrate the opening of their new physical geography lab.
Currently, there are two labs operating in this expansive, newly built space: 1) the Biogeomorphology Experimental Laboratory (BGMX) and 2) the Mountain Channel
Hydraulic Experimental Laboratory (MCHEL).
The new labs were built using four CFI grants valuing approximately $3 million. Dean
Averill explained that the integrative approach in designing the new building forms a
part of UBC’s plan to “put students closer together with the campus so they can see the
“… Such a lab is unique in Canada, with only one or two in the U.S., thus putting UBC on the
forefront of generating innovative and fundamental research in environmental sciences.

kind of research and pursuits that go on here.”
The labs are designed to conduct innovative research within the realms of hydrology,
geomorphology, ecology, and environmental sciences. Such a lab is unique in Canada,
with only one or two in the U.S., thus putting UBC on the forefront of generating innovative and fundamental research in environmental sciences.
President Stephen Toope addressed the faculty, students, and staff at the grand opening of the lab; “I admire the tremendous interdisciplinary [nature] of the work that
takes place through Geography at UBC. Just hearing snippets of what goes on in this lab
makes me realize how many different fields of study are brought together to produce
the kind of knowledge that we hope can benefit the world.”

IN THIS ISSUE
The opening of the Ponderosa Lab will strengthen interdisciplinary research
relationships between our department and other UBC departments such as
Civil Engineering, EOS, and Forestry. Such scientific effort is necessary in developing
knowledge that can inform effective management of the world’s natural resources.
For more information about the new Ponderosa Lab, please click here.
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Meet Dawn Ursuliak
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experience in applied research projects,
success starts at the beginning with an open
dialogue. It is crucial to understand both
academic and industry needs in order to
implement sustainable solutions for today’s
world.
What is the most rewarding thing about
being a PLN mentor?
The most rewarding part of being a mentor is
working with a bright, enthusiastic student
that brings fresh perspectives to learning and
an enthusiasm in building new knowledge
and networks to advance their current and
future plans.

Dawn Ursuliak, Justice Institute of BC

As a busy person, what about being a PLN
mentor appealed to you?
I enjoy sharing experiences, networks and
knowledge with students. I also enjoy
helping students identify their academic and
career goals, and help them match those
with current and future opportunities. The
PLN program is about developing new
perspectives for both students and mentors.
What do you think about current universityindustry/government relations? Do you see
room for improvement?
Within the bounds of university academic
objectives, I feel there are opportunities for
more university–industry collaborations.
These research and development
partnerships can lead to the advancement of
knowledge between both sectors, as well as
facilitate technological innovation that the
current and future world needs. From my

Do you have any advice for Geography
graduate students, specifically those intending on graduating soon?
Understand how your research adds value
to industry. Being a student gives you a free
pass to business leaders so get out of the
lab and expand your network and keep
relevant. If possible, bring business /
industry into your projects.

Meet Lucy Mackenzie

How has being a part of the PLN
program benefitted you?
It prompted me to start thinking about
what I want to do. It made me think
about what I want to get out of school,
what paths do I want to take after, and to
start to think about not only in school,
but in another workplace as well. I took a
year off after high school but I’ve been
doing school straight for seven years
now, so it’s been a while that I haven’t
been out in the “real world” as they call
it.
Do you think that the PLN facilitates the
link between academia and government/industry?
I think it can be nerve wracking to say
“let’s meet up.” I mean I’ve also done
that – I met up for coffee with this
woman from a consulting company.
There was no network to stand behind it.
It was great, but it takes a bit of courage.
It’s nice to have the kind of support, and
to have someone to go to if you have
issues.
Lucy MacKenzie, 2nd year MSc. Student

PLN Member, Mentee, and
Master of Science Student
Why did you apply for the PLN program?
The reason I got involved with the PLN
program is because I wanted to see what the
opportunities are outside of school, because
I knew I didn’t want to go directly into a PhD
program. I wanted to meet people who have
done cool things, and are working in cool
places.

Welcome Joanna Yang: PLN Coordinator
The PLN welcomes Joanna Yang as program support staff!
Joanna started with the PLN in January 2014 and will continue until the end of April. She was born and raised in
Vancouver, and finishing undergraduate degree at UBC. As a Human Geography major and Migration/Globalization
studies minor, she is excited to take her geography education with her no matter where she goes. Joanna enjoys
traveling, DSLR photography, editing music videos and films, leisure reading, and watching movies.
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You are invited to ...
EVENT: Department of Geography’s Graduate Symposium
SPEAKERS: All second year Master level student offer a 15 minute
presentation on their research.
DATE: May 1st, 2014, 9:00am to 4:00pm
LOCATION: UBC Geography Building (1984 West Mall)
More information will be posted at http://www.geog.ubc.ca/
department/springsymposium.html in early April.

Other events at UBC ...
EVENT: Dialogues in Critical Indigenous Studies
SPEAKERS: In 2014, leading indigenous intellectuals
Audra Simpson (Mohawk), Glen Coulthard (Yellowknives
Dene) and Chris Andersen (Michif) will be releasing their
first books.
DATE: Thursday, April 10, 2014, 9:30am to 3:30pm

LECTURE: Gentrification, Settler-Colonialism, and Indigenous Sovereignty
in the City

LOCATION: 1985 West Mall, First Nations Longhouse—
Great Hall

SPEAKER: Glen Coulthard, First Nations Studies & Dept of Political
Science

For more information, visit: http://events.ctlt.ubc.ca/
events/view/3195

DATE: April 3rd, 2014, 4:00pm

These scholars locate their work in conversation with
the fields of Political Theory, Anthropology, Geography,
Sociology, History and Indigenous Studies. This event will
provide participants with an opportunity for
interdisciplinary dialogue and learning, and allow for
deeper engagement with critical questions in the field of
Indigenous studies.

LOCATION: Room 229, UBC Geography Building, 1984 West Mall,
For more information, visit www.geog.ubc.ca/department/colloquium/
Coulthard.pdf and visit www.geog.ubc.ca for additional event listings.
Using the downtown eastside of Vancouver, as a case study, this paper
argues that the ideological rationale and material effects of gentrification
in major Canadian cities is best understood through the analytical frame of
settler-colonialism. Defenders of settler-colonial power have tended to
rationalize these practices by treating the lands in question as terra nullius
– the racist legal fiction that declared Indigenous peoples too “primitive”
to bear rights to land and sovereignty when they first encountered European powers on the continent, thus rendering their territories legally empty
and open for colonial settlement and development. This speaker argues
that Indigenous sovereignty and land struggles must be placed at the fore
of social justice organizing in the city.

SEND US YOUR EVENT

Do you know of a speaker, conference, or event which
may be of interest to the PLN or Department members?
Email event details to Geography.PLN@ubc.ca!

2013-2014 Geography Graduate Mentorship Partners

Thanks to everyone who participated!
Scott Babakaiff, BC Ministry of Environment —— David West, MSc Student
Dave Campbell, BC River Forecast Centre —— Joel Trubilowicz, PhD Student
Brendan Connors, ESSA Technologies —— Sarah Davidson, PhD Student
Natasha Cowie, Rescan —— Lawrence Bird, MSc Student
Darren Ham, Northwest Hydraulic Consultants —— Matt Chernos, MSc Student
Georg Jost, BC Hydro —— Lucy MacKenzie, MSc Student
Tom Pedersen, Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions —— Christopher Quick, MSc Student
Jane Pickering, City of Vancouver —— Craig Jones, MA Student
Dawn Ursuliak, Justice Institute of BC —— Nicholas Byrne, MA Student
Heather Wood, Department of Fisheries & Oceans —— Molly Clarkson, MA Student
Dan Woynillowicz, Tides Canada —— Emilia Kennedy, PhD Student
Andre Zimmerman, Northwest Hydraulic Consultants —— Leonora King, PhD Student
Baldwin Wong, City of Vancouver —— Elanna Nolan, PhD Student
Ashley Perkins, BGC Engineering —— David Reid, MSc Student

